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yu following pages were drawn up 
for the uſe of a large Pariſh near 

= London, but as they contain matters of a 
like importance to every pariſh and every 

| perſon, they are, therefore, publiſhed with 

a view to promote the general good. T hey 

pretend to nothing new or ingenious ; but 
aim only at the revival of the good old truth 

of God, as it hath- ſtood for ages in the 

Bible, and as it hath been eſtabliſhed for 

more than two centuries in the pure and 


reformed Church of England. They are he, 


_ put into your hands, Reader, with my = 
prayers, that God would \ write his truth 


upon 
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upon your heart, if you are acquainted 
with it, that He would give you more 


grace to believe and enjoy it, if you are 1g- 
= norant of it, that He would ſtir you up 


1 ſtand in the ways and ſee, and to aſk - 
ce for the old paths, where is the good 
Ne way, and walk therein, and thou ſhalt 


« find reſt unto thy ſoul ().” x 


be hor. wi: ate. 
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T is impoſſible to have been ten years 
1 your Miniſter, and not to have ob- 
ſerved the general neglect of thoſe holy 
things in which I am ſent to miniſter 
amongyou; a neglect, which I cannot but 
= obſerve with concern, not as it is inſulting 
= to myſelf, but as it is diſhonouring God, 
. and conſequently bringing upon yourſelves 
ſwift deſtruction: for God's rule of pro- 
f ceeding 1 is invariable, them that honour. 
* me I will honour, and they that deſpiſe 
“ me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed (a) 
Having « received a miniſtry of the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God (6b),” and having been ſet 
over you for this very thing, it is the firſt 
object of my life to converſe 2 you in 


(a) ben i 30. 0 ) Acts xx. 24. 
B | this 


E 


this particular character, to be known 


« whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve,” both 
publickly in the Church, and privately from 


houſe to houſe, as occaſion ſhall require. 


Your forgetfulneſs of the Sabbath-day to 
keep it holy, by aſſembling together in the 
houſe of God, as it deprives me of one 
mode of diſcharging my duty, ſo does it de- 
ter me from attempting the other : and, 
indeed, had I acceſs to every perſon among 


you in the name of a ſervant of Jeſus 


Chriſt, I could rarely avail myſelf of that 


acceſs, by reaſon of other numerous duties 


ma populous pariſh, and the neceſſary 


retirement for ſtudy meditation and prayer, 
in order to perform the public functions 
of a Miniſter. 


_— things are in this, and 3 erery 
* large pariſh 1 in. the kingdom, parti- 
cularly in and about the Metropolis, there 
ſeems no way left for me, but by an epiſto- 
lary addreſs of this kind, to remind many 
among you of the things which belong to 
5 your everlaſting peace, and to my office as 
your Paſtor. I beſeech you, therefore, to. 


hear me patiently. ES 
Believe 
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E495 
- , Believe me when JT aſſure you, that my 
motive for writing is Love, the love of God 
and the love of you; and that the one de- 
ſign of this Tract is to * tell you words by 
« which you may be faved (c); not the 
« words which man's wiſdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth (4). 
They are to be found © in the Scripture 
<< given by inſpiration of God,” which, as 
<« the Goſpel of his Grace,” and as © his 
„power unto ſalvation (e),“ is both the 
record and conveyance of life to every one 
that believeth. This moſt valuable book 


is in your hands as well as in mine, and is 


unprofitable, either becauſe it is not heard, 
or becauſe it is not mixed with faith in 
them that hear it (J).“ That we do 
not hear is certainly our fault, and that we 
do not believe is becauſe we do not hear; 
for “ faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God (g).“ In order 
to hear read and ſearch the Bible with 


+ profit, it is requiſite that we be earneſt and 


ſincere in our enquiry, that we wiſh to be 


(e) Abts xi. 14. (4) 1 Cor. ii. 13. (%) Rom: i. 16. 
(% Heb. iv. 2. (ę) Rom. x. 17. 
. informed 


i. 
* 
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4 
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ee the word of God (5) :“ that is, not as 
a human compoſition, entertaining for the 
moment, but as a divine Law, © converting 


[4] 


informed and influenced by it; in ſKort, 


that we hear read and ſearch it, © not as 


e the word of men; but (as it is in truth) 


© the ſoul (i). A Book of this kind muſt 


be the ſubject not of opinion and debate, 
but of implicit reſignation and obedience ; 


becauſe whatever we think of it, it muſt be 


right, and however we may try to forget or 
evade it, it muſt ſtand for ever. That it is 
not underſtood by all who read it, is true; 
but the reaſon is, becauſe it is not received 
as © the word of God.” It would be ex- 
traordinary indeed, if the wiſdom which 
s from above,” could accommodate it- 
ſelf to that which is © earthly, ſenſual, de- 
<« vilifh (4);” as extraordinary, as that ligt 
ſhould commune with darkneſs, inſtead of 
operating to drive it away. The dark place 2 
is not the word of prophecy, but the mind 
of man; which upon the entrance of ſim Þ 
into the world, became the ſeat of the Prince | 
of darkneſs, who, « as the God of this 5 
(h) 1 Theſſ. i Ii. 1+ (5) Pol. xix. (4) James ii iii. 13. 
3 world, 
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1 
world, and the ſpirit that now worketh 
in the children of diſobedience, hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 


ec 


* 


A 


6 


A 


* ſhould ſhine unto them (),“ The na- 


ture of God and the nature of the old 
Adam being ſo directly oppoſite, it is im- 
poſſible that the © natural man ſhould re- 
« ceive the things of the Spirit of God, they 
are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he 
 « know them, becauſe they are {pyitually 
« diſcerned (n): Therefore by receiving 
the Bible as the © word of God,” we mean 
receiving it with an impreſſion that we have 
no faculties to diſcern it, no affections to de- 
fire it, and that we want the ſame Spirit 
which inſpired it, as the *© Spirit of truth 
to lead us into all truth,” as the! Spirit 
* of faith” to enable us to prove the truth 
© of it, and as the * Spirit of power” to 
make its working effectual: and if there is 
any meaning in thoſe words of Chriſt, in 


which he promiſes to ſend this Spirit as the 


Comforter, who i Js to'be with us for even al 5 


05 2 Cor. iv. 4. (m) 1 Cor ii. 14. 
3 this 


Ls 1 
this is the inſpiration, which conſtitutes 
the Church of God, and each inchvidual 


member of it unto tlie end of the world. 
In conformity to theſe words of Chriſt, 
which are tobe found in all the Evan- 
geliſts, and particularly in the xivth, wth 


and xvith chapters: of St. John's Goſpel; 


the: Apoſtles affirm; that © if any mat 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none 
of his! that as many as are led by 


the Spirit of God they are the ſons of 
God) that no man can ſay that 


= 05 Jeſus 1s Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt ();" 
and “ hereby know we, that he abideth in 
us by the: e he hath * 8 


6 ” e of... 
„us (5). 2 | , 8 — I 


Marvel not FRET Sands: Ll that; 18 
„ unto thee, ye muſt be born again (7). 


put the Bible into-your hand, that you 


may know the ground- which I take, the 


weapon with which I fight, and the ſource 


from-:which I draw every argument for 
moved convithion, e eee 


* + 
s 6 & 


605 Rom. viii, 9544. {6) 1Cor. xiii 3 005 los - 


11. 24 24 0 John! Ut. 7: 
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and putting it intg your. hand as the word 


Y + 4 


Af: God. maryel not that 1 ſay unto thee, 
«ye muſt he born again. This is the 


firlt and great act of God, by which we 


are brought 1 into the ſpiritual world, made 
capable. of. lving by the food deſigned for 


its ſupport, and of learning the wiſdom de- 
bene for its ſalvation. „That which is 


m of the fleſh is fleſh,” and conſe- 


7 quently fitted for the functions of animal 
life, © that which is born of the Spirit 1s 
ſpirit,” and conſequently fitted for the 
functions of ſpiritual life. This new birth | 
therefore, or new cr cation; lies at the root 

of all practical religion: till this operation | 
of God take place, there is a veil upon the 
heart which. cxcludes the light, ſo that the 

truth itſelf, as it is revealed in the Scripture, 
can not enter. This veil remains untgken 

1 away, till the power or Spirit of Chriſt reſt 
upon us, in whom, as in the ſecond Adam, 
we are a new Creation, old things are 


« paſſed away, behold all things are, he. 


0 come new (7). By which new. Crea- 
tion, we mean, not a change of form or 
countenance, but of heart, ſpirit, mind, 8 


(r) 2 Cor. v. 17. 5 
4 -----eondut, 


TE 
conduct, character, ſuch as the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcribes, by * being renewed in 
* knowledge, after the image of God that 
“created us (s);” and as God is a Spirit, 
it is © being renewed in the Spirit of our 
minds, and putting on the new man, 

« which after God is created in righteouf- 
| « neſs and true holineſs (:). That which 
qualifies Us to underſtand and enjoy the 
Seripture, is © the Spirit of wiſdom and 
_ « revelation in the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
the eyes of our underſtanding being en- 

„  [ightened, that we may know what is 
„ the hope of the calling of God, and 
hat the riches of the glory of his inhe- 

« ritance in the Saints, and what the 
« exceeding greatneſs of his power toward 
« them that believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which 
« He wrought in Chriſt Jeſus, when He 
« raiſed Him from the dead, and ſet Him 
s at his own right hand on high,” a power 
e which quickens us together with Chriſt, | 
and raiſes us up together with Him to | 


(s) Col. iii. 10. (t) Epheſ. iv. 23, 24. 
| cc ſit 


. 28 
. Ph 


Heb. viii. e. 


* 
* ſit in heavenly places in Him (z).“ 
When this is the caſe we are one with 
Chriſt, which is the very ſituation we muſt 
be in, if we would be delivered from the 
wrath of God, and live in his favour here 
and for ever. Then „ the ſame mind 


which was in Chriſt will be in us alſo;“ 
the ſame law, which was written upon his 


heart, will be written upon ours alſo; the 


ſame will and work of his heavenly Father, 
which it was * his meat and his drink to 
dq and to finiſh,” will exerciſe and de- 
I 2 8 light us alſo; and then we ſhall know that 
we are the children and people of God by 
the fulfilment of his promiſes; A new 
heart will I give them, and a new ſpirit 
« will I put within them, and I will write 


e my word upon their hearts and my law 
in their inward parts, and they ſhall 


know me from the leaſt of them unto | 
_ © the greateſt, . for I will be merciful to 


« 


their unrighteouſneſſes, and their fins 
* and niquities will J remember no 


E more Oy” This is “ ho: me work 


(a) Ephec. i. i, be. (w) Jer, XXX1, Exck. xxxvi. 


t of 


7 038 
" of God which He begins and performs 
until the day of Jeſus Chriſt (*), in all 
that are partakers of his Grace, and have 
fellowſhip in the Goſpel : and as God is the 
Judge of all the earth, ſo we may be ſure, 
that when He is exalted in judgment, He 
will acknowledge no work, no law, no 
Way to heaven but his own. © Every 
branch that my heavenly Father hath 
not planted ſhall - be rooted up (y).“ 
They ſhall be called trees of righteouſ- 
e neſs, the branch of my planting, the 
« work of my n that I may be glo- 
te rified (2) : 
e creature di who am to give an 
account of myſelf to my Creator, who 
have the revelation of his will before me; 
and am to exiſt for ever with God in hap- 
pineſs, or without God in. miſery; my 
grand concern 18 to know how I am to live, 
die, and riſe again in the knowledge and 


0 


| love of God; whether I am his Work- 


manſnip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 


* good works, which God hath before or 


() Phil. i. 6. (5) Matt. xv. 13. (z) If. 1s. Þ* 
41. Ii. 3 0 


c dained 


48 


( ax 1 
6 Jainel that I ſhould walk in them (s)” 
in ſhort,” whether Jam * doing the will of 


God from the heart,” and fo formed by 
his grace upon earth, as to be fit for his 
glory in heaven. 


We cannot err in enquiries 05 this fort, : 


becauſe the Scripture is given us for this 


very purpoſe; informing uswhat God is, as 


far as He has been pleaſed to reveal Him- 
ſelf, and what God does for and in all them 


that are ſaved; ſo that nothing can be 
more * ſure than the word of prophecy,” 


it carries its own evidence and conviction 
with it; and whereſoever it is underſtood, 
or mixed with faith in them that hear 


it,“ it is a hiſtory of our own experience, 
or of the great things which God hath 


done for our ſouls. With ſuch a teſt be- 
fore us there can be no fear of enthuſiaſm; | 
uwe are not left to meaſure ourſelves, or to 


Judge of our ſtate by the flights of fancy, 


or fallies of imagination, but by the 


words of truth and ſoberneſs, the clear 


and determinate deciſions of infinite and 


unerring wiſdom : and all that they who 


G) Epher ii. 10. MLS 7 
„ e Jabour- 


1 
labour among you, and admoniſh you in 
« the Lord,” have to with of you is, that 
inſtead of being all in an uproar, like the 
e city of Theſſalonica of old, without 
examining, the ſtrange things which may 
e be brought to your ears, you would imi- 
tate the more temperate conduct of the Be- 
<< reans; who were more noble, auſeve ge, 


better bred and better taught than thoſe 5 55 


of Theſſalonica, in that they received the 
Word with all readineſs of mind, and 
s ſearched the . daily whether 
« theſe things were ſo. Therefore many 
of them believed (þ).” The ſame cauſe 
will produce the * effects unto the end 
of the world. 165 | 8 
As the e PRE; is hit I 
in the work of ſalvation, fo the agent is the 
Spirit of truth its inſpirer: and when Chriſt 
promiſed to ſend Him into the world, He 
at the ſame time pronounced the certain and 


— * 


cCsnſtant effects of his coming; * and when 


8 He is come He ſhall reprove the world of 
Em, and of Bahnen and of judg- 


00 ad, xvii. 
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ment; of ſin, becauſe they believe not in 


% Me; of righteouſneſs becauſe I go to the 


« Father, and ye ſee Me no more; of 
judgment, becauſe the prince of this 
« world is judged (c).“ I call theſe the 
conſtant and certain effects of his coming, 
becauſe it is ſaid, He ſhall convince the 
world“ of them: an expreſſion which 
admits of no limitation to any particular 
period or people, but includes all that 
ſhall be taught of God as children of a 
Father. And this divine teaching 1 is eſſen- 
tial to the formation of every Chriſtian ; 
It is written in the prophets, and they 
© ſhall be all taught of God; every one, 


therefore, that hath heard and learned 5 
10 of the Father cometh unto Me (d).“ 


As it is neceſſary then for my eternal hap- 
pineſs, that I ſhould be under divine teach- 
ing, ſo is it eaſy to aſcertain whether I am 
ſo; it is only to aſk whether I am ac- 
quainted with * ſin, righteouſneſs, and 
1 judgment.” A few hints on each of 


theſe topics may lead to this import tant 
diſcovery. 


(c) John K . (% Jchu vi. „ 
DA 


— MOTEEITY — 
* —— = pe; x 


1 14 ] 
As the firſt ſtep towards a cure is to 


know the diſorder, ſo the firſt ſtep ow 
ſalvation is to be acquainted with © fin:” 


leſſon fo hard to learn, and ſo much to be at- 
| tended to, that the Apoſtle calls upon his 

e brethren”: to * exhort one another daily | 
< whilft it is called to day, leſt any of Þ 
ee them. be hardened through the deceit- | 
<- fulneſs of fin (e) The © Serpent that 
© beguiled us, was more ſubtle than any 

« beaſt of the field, and at firſt inſinuated - 1 
himſelf into our affections, by perſuading 
us, that the very thing which degrades and 0 15 
= deſtroys, was to adorn and exalt our na- 2 


ture. He has been carrying on the cheat 


from that time until now, and endeavouring 
by lies to counteract the commandment of 
God, which is according to truth, and by 
which ſin becomes exceeding ſinful ( H. 
Hence wiſe men after the fleſh, who are 


ſtiled © fools” by the Spirit, «© make a | 
 « mockatſin(g);” treat the apprehenfion | 


| of it as a vulgar error or ſuperſtitious de- 
luſion, and the ſalvation from it of courſe | 
as a cunnngly deviſed fable: hence thou- Þ 


00 Heb. iii. 13. A Rom. vii. 13. ( Prov, X1V. 9. : 


ſands 
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world for religion and vir 


{4 1 
ande and ten thouſands /** take their eaſe, 


« eat, drink, and are merry” under the 
wrath of God, the curſe of his law, and 


the ſentence of death; whilſt others of a 
more decent caſt, * daub 


<< pered morter (b), * of what, paſſes in the 


ith the untem- 


tue, are truſting 
in themſelves that they, age righteous; in- 


ſtead of going to © Him, vrho comes into 
the world to ſeek and to fave the ſinner. 

We can be ſuperior to theſe impoſitions 
only by divine teaching; and the divine 
law 1s given for this purpoſe, for by the 
law is the knowledge of fin (i), the law 
entered that theoffence might abound (), 

that © by it ſin might become exceeding 
„ ſinful.” It was by this method that 
the Apoſtle Paul was reproved of ſin. He 
ſays of himſelf, without the law ſin was 
dead,“ it was quite-forgotten as a dead 
man out of mind. © I was alive without 
d the law once, but when the command- 


Kc 


ment came, ſin revived and I died (J).” 


® He became enn with ſin ha. The 


(5) Ezck. xiii. 10, &c. xxll. 28. 00 Rom. ili. 20. 


(4 Rom, f iv. 20. (“) Rom. vii. 9. 


1 . | « C 15 * 
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law which is holy, and the command- 
« ment which is holy and juſt and good,” 

ſerved as a ſtrait rule by which he might 


aſcertain his vn deformity, and the power | 


of divine truth to ſearch © the inward parts 
«© which arc d very wickedneſs, ”» extorted 
from him the*&ifeffion,” © the law is ſpi- 
<« ritual, bi t Tam carnal, fold under 
« ſin (110) ＋ ben all his confidence in 
the fleſſi was over ; though * circumciſed | 
8 eighth day,” of © the ſtock of Iſrael, 


1c of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of : 


the Hebrews, as touching the law a Pha- 

e riſee, concerning zeal perſecuting the 'Y 

Church, as touching the righteouſneſs 
which is in the law blameleſs, he counts 
all loſs for Chriſt, and ſuffers the loſs of 

« all that he may win him (2).“ Thus the 

law was his ſchoolmaſter to bring him 
* to Chriſt, that he might be juſtified by Fg 
« faith (o); it ſhewed him by a rigid and 
ſevere diſcipline 1 the ſin which made ſuch a 


9 -, 


Saviour neceſſary ; it convinced him that 


there could be ſalvation in none other, 
that he could not be juſtified but 1 


= Rom. vii. 14. (n) Phil. iii. (») Gal. iti. 24. 
Rt 7 


167 


(e only” {age n to the 1 utier excluſion of 
every other Way) * only by the faith of 


e Chriſt ();“ and of cour ſe, that as 


Chriſt is the one and ſure way to God, ſo 
unbelief in Chriſt is the fin that muſt ſe- 
parate between us and God for ever and 
ever: herein is the faying true, He ſhall 
_ & convince the world of ſin, becauic thy 
believe not on me:“ and every one who. 


knows what it is to be a ſinner, that is, who 


is taught of God to know himſelf, will 


never reſt fatisfied but with that faith, by 


which he is one with Chriſt as his head, 
ſurety, and repreſentative, who lived, died, 
and roſe again for him ur avre, in his 
place and ſtead upon earth, and who cver 
liveth to make interceſſion ore eure (q) 


(99) Gal. ii. 16. 
(7) See Raphelius on N v. 6 „ 75 8. „ 


« has abundantly demonſtrated, ſays Doddridge on. 


e the ſame paſſage, that urig nh amdan, em he 


„ died in our room and ſtead, Nor can I ever find 


« that arobavruy, vrig Two; has ever any other ſignification 


than that of reſcuing the life of another, at the ex- 
pence of our own.” The ſubſtitution of Chriſt i 1 


the ſinner's place is the peculiarity, the glory of the : 
Chriſtian Syſtem. 


— 


1 


for him, 4s repreſenting him in heaven. 


And this! is the faith which the Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes, when he ſays, « Am erucified 
« with Chriſt; nevertheleſs Ilie, yet notT, 


« put Chriſt tiveth in me; and the life 
e which 1 Ino Ive in. vita 4 Tis Ve by 
. the cuith'of die Salz oft God, who loved 


« me and gave e Himſelf to tor me 1 is; 5 


Chriſt crucified, thus ſet before the eyes : 
of the reproved finner; Will become a won- - 


derful and delightful odject of contem- 
; plation ; and the knowledge of Hitn, whilſt 
it comforts and faves on the one hand, will 


be producing deeper convictions of In on 


the other: in the ſufferings of the innocent = 
we may read the crimes of the guilty ; and 
fin muſt appear to be fin indeed, when it is 

viewed as cauſing ſuch agonies to the Son 
of God, and requiring fach for its expia- 
tion. As © the law of the Spirit of life” 
prevails in our minds, we ſhall perceive its 
oppoſite the law of fin in our members 
ftriving for the maſtery, the fleſh luſteth | 
uy © againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt oj 
<« the fleſh (). 25 And being forced to XrF 


(r) Gal. i li. 20. 0 Gal, v. 1 7: 


from 


. 
from the FR of ſelf, © O wretched | 


« man that 1 am : ! we ſhall find ourſelves 
every day more 'ndebted to the God of all 


Grace, an! ccul for © Chriſt 

S < Jeſus (Ne 3 therefore 
VMoijll appear 1. '-edneſs (r), 
becauſe they be „„ 
proving from day to cellency of 
that Name,” by wh „ ſayed fm- 


ner ſtands whole before God, we ſhall be 
ſtrengthened, ſtabliſhed, ſettled i in the per- 
ſuaſion, that there 1 is none other Name 
under heaven given amongſt men where- 
= <« by we. muſt be ſaved (z).” Theſe are 
bthe operations of the Spirit! in convincing 
the world of ſin; and as all have ſinned, 
« were made Karecrahno⁰ Were conſti- 
« * tuted ſinners by the: diſobedience of one 
10 man (w),” ſo they are operation which 
muſt take place in us, ere. ye can have any 
eaſon to hape that we: are fit m the king 
3 = dom of God. Ls ot 71 20 4 gut 11 : 
* Annexedto the reprogf of "ag is > CON- 
= vidtion of righteouſneſs ; ; that 1s, that there 
= is ſuch a thing as mme in other | 


(4) John v. 10. (2) Ads i iv. 12. (a) Ran v. 19. 


* - — 
> ries 2 — 
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words, that the law of Jehovah hath beers 


fulfilled; and that there is a righteons man 
in heaven. This obedience to the law and 


this righteous chars un vain ſought 


for among the men: God 
looked down © OF oa © 
«, there we! one in us; tand 
« and ſeek : eeuve that thou gone 
* gut . e is the on!. cther be- 
. 


earth: In his days Judah ſhall be faved, 


s and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely; and this! is 3 
| 0: thi name hereby he ſhall be called, 
teu he Lord our-Righteoutneſs (y).” Here 

ie tlie fulfilment of all righteonſheſs, and 
the imputation of it to all that believe. Ta | 


the ber and keenty⸗ fourth” Palms. 


JI; 12 18010 1 


Nr TY 24 * 48 10 $ 


| e dee Rem in. andthe vate, there referred to. 


> 70 Jer. xxiii. 


TOES 19 954 ) 41 V4 15 gt . 14 un. 5 Gol | 
* | | * F | | 


come UProntavit, there is none that 
e doeth good, no not one (*). In ſuch 
. a ſtate o things, He makes proviſion himſelf |þ 
for che fulfilment of his law. «Behold 
e tlie days come, faith the Lord, that! 
Will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, | 
Wt" Afid 4 King ſhall reign and proſper, and [ 
fall exctute judgment andJuſtice in te 
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God repreſents himſelf. as enquiring, © Who | 


« ſhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord, or 
« who ſhall riſe up in his holy place ?” 


He proceeds to delincate the righteous 


character, and he; +Y; a ſtriking procla- 


mation, poi, i chis righteous Branch 
of hie ui your heads, 
J)1ö ED OG 
oO EE |» of glory 


< ſhall con ©. »no is this King of 
« Glory? the Lord ſtrong and mighty, even 


the Lord mighty in battle, Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates, even lift up ye 


= everlaſting doors, and the King of Glory 

„ ſhall come in. Who is this King of 

| «© Glory? The Lord of Hoſts, Hei is the 

© Ring of Glory.” By comparing theſe | 

; Scriptures together, we may underſtand 

; what Chriſt means, when he. ſays of his 

Spirit, © He ſhall convince the world of 

= © righteouſneſs, becauſeI go to the Father.“ 

lle goes as the righteous man, having . 

MF filled his engagement, Lo I come to do, 
1 thy will;“ having © glorified his Father 


upon earth, and finiſhed the work which 


% was given him to do,” and now he puts 
VVV 


e ————— ̃ — ¶— ͤʃG?5 7 eeewwwowwwww_w——s E 


- Sas IS tabs — 


| « 


L 22 J 
in his claim, O Father, glorify thou me 
« with thine own ſelf, with the glory 
« which I had with Thee before the 
* world was: a claim which he urges as 


the Son of God, or repreſentative of all his 
children, that they all may be one; as 


46 Thou, Father, art in 25d. 1 m' Thee, 


c that ah al“ i” that 
ee the W... haſt 
s ſent me (21 8 way in 


which we can be cu. yd of righteouſ- 


neſs, or be in poſſeſſion of that, which will 
juſtify us before God, and give us. an en- 


trance 1nto his kingdom. And would we. 


but contemplate the character of Jeſus 
more, I am perſuaded we. ſhould think | 


much! leſs of our own; allour righteouſneſſes 


would vaniſh before his, as the twinkling 
| ſtars before the meridian Sun; and we 
ſhould ſee the impoſſibility of ſtanding = 
before God, but as we are © made righteous. | 


by the obedience of ane man, Jeſus | 
f ce. Chriſt. ” "his Paul Was convinced of, 


when he deſired to be found in Him, not. 
having. his own rightcouſneſs which is of . 


( 2) See John xvii. e 
VVV « the 


L 23. 1 
< the law, but that which is through the 
« faith, of Chriſt, the righteouſneis which 
« js of God by faith (4). The conviction 
of this righteouſneſs as our claim and de- 


pendance for eternal life is the triumph of 
3 Grace; it is that act of Grace which bring- 
eth ſalvation, and puts us in a ſtate in- 


finitely higher, and infinitely ſafer than we 
could have been in the firſt Adam, by mak- 


ning us the righteouſneſs of God in the 
ſecond Adam, who is God ang} Man! in 
Ss © one Chriſt.“ 


Annexed to the conviction of righte- bs 


=_ ou is the conviction of © Judgment, 
_ Wo | becauſe the Prince of this world is 
= © judged.” That is, that © the Dragon 


and old ſerpent, called the Devil and Sa- 


8 g | ©. tan, who deceiveth the whole world (3), 
is difarmed of his power and dethroned 
* from his ſeat, uſurped in the ſpirit and na- 

ture of man; and this according to the 


judgment of God, who has condemned and 


overthrown the enemy. The Apoſtle, 


writing to the converted Gentiles of Ephe- 
e 18 particular | in Feng e. to their re- 


1 Phil, illi. 9. (4) Rev. Xii, TRY 
„ 8 


rr — el AR on re 
— Ef.» ey Be ode — — : — —ũ— — — — — — —— — 


2 2 22 
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” 


xy. 56. () Rom, iii. 19. = 
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membrance what they were before their 
converſion; and he tells them, that they 


e were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein 
« jn time paſt they walked according to 


g the courſe of this world, according to 


«© the Prince of the power of the air, the 
e ſpirit that now worketh in the children 
of diſobedience (c): repreſenting here- 


by the power of the Prince of this world, 
who has a two-fold influence on the chil- 
dren of men : He rules them by the law | 
ol ſin in their members (d); that! is, the | 
governing principle of fin which has the 
force of a law in their nature: he rules 
5 them alſo by the © law of God, which is 
the ſtrength of ſin (e);” containing a 
charge and curſe againſt it, and bringing in 
< the whole world guilty before God (J): 


in other words, He 1s © Tempter” and 


Accuſer; and where he cannot perſuade 
us to commit iniquity with greedineſs, by 
reaſon of another law in our minds,” 


implanted by the Spirit of God, to coun- 


teract ** the law of fin,” ” he wall perſuade 


oy Epher; i ii. . (4) How, vii. 23· © 1 Cor. 


us, 


B 


3 
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us, if he can, that we are too guilty to be 


ſaved. Now it is the office of the Spirit of 


Chriſt, to convince the world that he is 


judged in both theſe reſpects: as © Temp- 


« ter” he is judged by the life of Chriſt, 
' who, in the days of his fleſh, © was tempted 
e jn all points like as we are, and was yet 
« without ſin (g); and. as ſuch is both 
« touched with the feeling of our infir- = 
« mities, and is able to ſuccour them that 
« aretempted;” as © Accuſer” he is judged 
by the death of Chriſt, in which he made 
a full ſatisfaction to God, and anſwered all 
the demands of his law ; fo © blotting out 
the hand-writing of ordinances which 
was. againſt us, which was contrary to 


6 


us, and took 1 it out of the way, nailing 


4808 


OG) Heb, iv. 15. (b) Col. I 26: 


cc the 


it to his croſs; and having ſpoiled prin- 
* cipalities and powers, made a ſhew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in 
„it (5) .“ Here is the judgment, the 
condemnation, the downfal of Satan, ef- 
fected by Jeſus Chriſt ; who, © foraſmuch 
as the children were partakers of fleſh 


«: and blood, himſelf likewiſe took part of : 


. — Ps * _—— - a . 


. 
a re" — 2 — —＋C—ũẽd — — * 


(1) Luke i. 74. (50 1 Theſſ. i i. 10. 


U 26 ] 
« the ſame, that through death He might 
deſti oy drath,. and him that had the 
« power of death, that is, the Devil; and 
deliver them who, thr ough tear of death 

were all their life-time ſubject unto. bon- 


o 


-* + 


Aa 


A 


"x dage 17 Therefore when he was go- 
ö ing to death, He lays, cc. Now 1 18 the judg- =—_ 


«© ment. of this world, now is the Prince of 


= this world caſt. out. The Prince of this 
World cometh and hath nothing i in 


cc Me ( k). mY. | 
This convition of judgment, becuaſe 


5 the Prince of this world is judged,“ 

0 the comfort and ſupport of all Chviſtians, F 
It. is by this, that being delivered from =_ 
« the hands of their enemies, they, are en- 

8. * abled to ſerve God without fear, in righ- 


bo ©: B'S $ $ 


— « days 2 their life 0, an 85 to. wait for 3 
his Son from hearen, even jeſus, whichde- | 
_ © lvered them from thewrath tocome(m).” |? 
Of what uſe. was this conviction to Paul. 
when © a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of. il 
L Satan was ſent. to buffet him 25 No | 


(i) Heb. 11. 14. a John xii. 31. iv. W.. 


matter 


1 


matter what the temptation was, He was 
convinced he had to deal with a vanquiſhed 
enemy ; © for this I beſought the Lord 


ce 


ce 


K 


0 


cc 


n 
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« thrice, that it might. depart from me; 
« and he ſaid unto me, my Grace i is ſuffi- 
„ for thee, for my ſtrength, is made 
1 in weakneſs. Moſt gladly, there- 
« fore, will I rather glory in mine infir- 
* mities, tl that the power of Chriſt may reſt 
upon me (2). Here is an inſtance of a 
; rempted perſon, whom the Comforter, ſent 
by Chriſt, has convinced of judgment ; and 
ſhould the ſame perſon look forward to the 
great Judgment-day, and be. tempted to 
fear any charge which may then be brought : 
= againſt him, what a bleſſed conviction 18 
that which John felt, when he ſaid, * and -- 
1 heard a loud voice faying 1 in heaven, 
f now is come ſalvation and ſtrength, and 
the kingdom of God, and the power of 
his Chriſt, for the Accuſer of our bre- 
thren is caſt down, which accuſed them 
day and night before God, and they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 8 
and by the word of their teſtimony (0. 5 


(*) 2 Cor. xii. 8. 0%; Rey, Xil. 1 10, Sb = | 
Such 
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such! is the work of the Spirit in convincing 
the world * of ſin, and of righteouſneſs, 
« andof judgment. Convictions, which, : 
however they may be treated by. thoſe who | 


never have felt them, are the eſſentials . 
that Chriſtian knowledge and experience, 
which make us truly happy and. wile unto ID 


- falvation. 5 


It is plain from the foregoing Wo 


vations, that in true practical religion 1 
-M Jeſus Chriſt is all in all;” that H will 
be glorified by © his own Spirit” in the 
whole courſe of his teaching. Are we to 


er“ 


learn ſin? Where are we to learn i it, but N 
in the view of Chriſt crucified, to whom | 
the law conducts us, that we may read the 

| guilt and malignity of ſin in the ſufferings 
required for its puniſhment and expiation? 3 


Are we to learn righteouſneſs? Where are 


we to find it but 1 in the Perſon and Cha- 
rater of Jeſus Chriſt, who 1 is gone to the | 
Father, and is ſitting upon the throne of | 
his glory, © as the Lord our Righte- 


ce ouſneſs; to diſpenſe « the righteouſneſs - 


„of God, which is by the faith of Jeſus 
 ” * Chriſt, unto all and upon all them 


that 


„ 


0 rn. iv. 00 Aﬀts v. . 
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« that, believe ( p).” This is God's mode 
of juſtifying ſinners, 44 for He hath made 


« Flim to be ſin for us who knew no fin, 


141 


« that we might be made the righteouſneſs 


« of God in Him (05 15 Are we to learn 
judgment! ” that i IS, are we to be delivered 


out of the kingdom, of Satan ? Where are 


we to obtain this victory and live in the uſe | 

of it, but i in union with Chriſt, who has 
proved himſelf by bis life ind death to 

© be the feed of the woman, which was to 
e bruiſe the Serpent's head (7)? To hear 
3 Chriſt,“ therefore, and © to be taught 


« by Him as the truth is in | Jeſus, i is the 


5 whole of godlineſs. 2 It i 18 putting off the 


« old man, which is corrupt according to 
« the deceitful luſts, and putting on the 


= ce new man, which after God 15 created in 

| ; | « righteouſneſs and true holineſs (ﬆ).” w 
= Hence you read in the Acts of the Apoſtles 
= of their ©, teaching. and preaching eyery 
= 5 where Jeſus Chriſt (z) :” His name was 
5 conſtantly i in their mouths, and « his Name 


125 through faith 1 in his Name“ did all that 


77 Rees Ui, 22. (9) 2 Cor. v.21, (r) Gen. iii. 15. TY 
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was done by BY hands. Whom we 


« preach,” faith Paul, * warning every 


ce man, and teaching every man, that we 
0 may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
* Jeſus 00. This was the one object He 
aimed at in all his public and private mini- 
1 trations. «TJ determined not to know any 
e thing aniong you, fave Jeſus Chriſt and 
"ee Him crucified (w)." And he reduces 
| all ſaving religion to, a fi ngle point; 
DL Grace be with all "them that love. the 
we Lord JOSE Chriſt in ſincerity 0055 and, 


93 


« Chr iſt, let him be Anathema ( 85 = 
That which was taught by the Nate — 


was the ſame which had been taught by all | 
ho ever ſpake as they v were moved by the | 
Holy Ghoſt from the os of the 

_ worlt- T0 Him give all the 
4: \vitheſs, that through his name whoſo- 
« ever believeth ir in Him ſhall receive re- 


rophets | 


* "miffieh of ſins E ): it was © the Spirit 


«of Chriſt 1 in them which teſtified the 
"4c * ſufferings of Chiitt, and the glory that | 


1020 Col. i. 28. () 1 Cor. i ii. 2. 00 Eph. v vi. 24 
6) 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 005 Aa x. 43. 


& ſhould 8 


d 


J 


1 aa 
« ſhould follow (a) :” in ſhort, “the teſ- 
« timony of Jeſus is the Spirit of Pro- 


« phecy (5); and “ Chriſt” himſelf fo 
interpreted the Bible, when beginning 
„ ot Moſes ant all the Prophets, He 'ex- 


« pounded to them: in all the Scriptures the 


« things concerning: knife (c).“ Hence 


it appears, that the leading truth of thein- 
ſpired volume is Chriſt Jeſus; and the great 


deſign of it 1 is to bring the Sinners of man- 
kind to Him, whom God hath ſet forth 


«a Propitiation through faith in his 


= « blood (4); and to whom He hath given 
re a Name which i is above every name; that 
X *« at the Name of Jeſus every knee fhoula 
= «© bow, of things in heaven and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; du 
that every tongue ſhould confeſs, 


« Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, tothe glory of God 
« the FatHer{s)” This pa tticular object. 


* 


which diſtinguiſhes the Book of God, is the 
; ſtriking character of che Book of Common 
= Prayer, according to the uſe of the Church 
of England; a Bock iiferior only to the 


(e) Pet. i 11. 60 "PS xix,. 10: (e) Luke xxiv. 270 
(% Rom. iii. 25. (e) Phil. it, 19, 11. 


3 Bible 


: 


1 31 


Bible itſelf: it is impoſſible to join in its 
ſervice, and not to feel that we are ſinners, 
and that Chriſt Jeſus is the only way to 


the Father. With reſpect to our ſinful 


| Nate, the ninth Article aſſerts © the fault 
ba and rn of the nature of * 


41 


« and is of his own nature inclined to 


| ce evil, ; ſo1 that the fleſh luſteth always con- * 
ot trary to the Spirit; and, therefore, - : 
« © every perſon born into this world, it 
« deſerveth God's writh and 3 = 
In, the tenth Article, that the condition 7 
m of man after the fall of Adam! 18 ſuch, 
= « that He cannot turn and prepare himſelf © 
on by his own natural ſtrength. and good 


« works to faith and calling, upon God. 


: With reſpect to the way in which we are to "M 
juſtified and ſaved, it aſſerts, 1 in the eleventh 
Article, that ec we are accounted righteous 
te before God, only for the merit of our 
" Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, 


A 


« and not for our own works or deſerv- 


« pe of Ada Aber man is very F 
far gone from: original: righteouſneſs, | 


__ *-ings;” and in the e, that | 
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5 
« they are to be had accurſed that preſume 
« to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by 
« the law or ſect which he profeſſeth, even 
« though he be diligent to frame his life 


v9 according to that law and the light of 


nature; for holy Scripture doth ſet. out 


« to, us only the name of Jeſus. Chriſt 
* whereby men muſt be ſaved: and laſtly 


with reſpect to that work of the Spirit we 


have been ſpeaking of, which makes us 


wiſe unto Salvation, and fit for the king- 


dom of God, it aſſerts in the ſeventeenth 
1 Article, that 5 they who are choſen of 


f * 


God in Chriſt, are called according 8 


X © to God's pur poſe by his Spirit working 
T © in due ſeaſon, that they, thr ough Grace, 


A 


obey the calling; that they are juſtified | 
freely; that they are made the ſons of 
God by adoption; that they are made 
like the image of his only begotten Son 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that they walk religiouſly 


„ 


0 


La) 


b 15 in good works, and at length, by God's 


cc 


„ dls attain to  everlating fe- 3 
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«( 9 ble Articles of the Church of England, which 


XZ #hould be printed in every Common Prayer Book. 
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Thus haye I endeavoured, as briefly as 
I was able, to ſet before you that © work 


« of the Lord, for which every good man 


cc prays, that He would revive it, and make 


«xt known i in the midſt of the years (y); 
for which the world itſelf was made and 18 
continued, and for which as labourers 
together with God,“ we are bound to 
contend. I have endeavoured alſo to ſet 
forth the work of God in the words of 


God; and have referred you not only to the 


| Scripture, as the great ſource and ſtandard 
of truth, but likewiſe to the doctrines of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, to which you and ] 
profeſs to belong. Conſidering the pro- 
miſes which I made, and the inſtructions 
which I received, both at my admiſſion into 
orders and inſtitution to my livings, (which 4 
you may ſee, if you pleaſe, in the Services 
and Forms conſtantly uſed upon ſuch occa- | 


ſions) I muſt be extremely ignorant of my | 


own alt, or ſomething worſe, (if any thing 
can be ſo) were I not impreſſed with the | f 
love of your ſouls, and urgent in the |? 
5 things which make for their ſalvation: and 4 


(e) Habak, lit. 2. — Mi 
3 you [7 


F 


(35:3 
you muſt renounce the names s of Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, if you neglect, deſpiſe, 
and oppoſe the truths, which are the very 


_ conſtitutive principles of the one and the 
other. It is hard, indeed, upon me, that 
the very ſervices which found a claim for 
the rewards of my profeſſion, and for a 

| place in your eſteem, ſhould be urged as 

the reaſons for depriving me of both, but 
it is much harder upon you, that evil re- 
© ports of others or prejudices of your own | 

* fhould ſo operate, as to keep you out of 

the way of thoſe things, the importance of 

PZ which is infinite, becauſe they are eternal: 

that things of this nature are not counte- 

; f 3 nanced by the faſhion of the world, 1s what 

I ſeriouſly lament and readily allow, that 

they are not countenanced by the word of 

3 God and the Church of England, is what 

3 1 never will admit, as long as I have the 

Bible and Prayer Book before me; 

td there are the books, and there is the 


bor | 


© Religion,” 
What is it then which keeps you from ; 


1 the houſe of God, where theſe things are 
read and preached upon every dabbath- 


"D2 day ? 


day? Ts it the name of reproach indiſeri- 


[36 3 


minately given to the great truths of 


Chriſtianity, and to the bold and honeſt 
Defenders of them? Whatever be the 
cauſe of ſuch conduct, what! is the conduct 
itſelf, but * to reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt (h); * 
W reject the counſel of God againſt your- — 
* ſelves (7);” to © deſpiſe the word of the 
« Holy One of Iſrael ();“ and fo to give 
up an eternity of happineſs in compliment 
to a trifling and dying world, which can 
do you no good, and which has never yet | 


found an anſwer to the very ſerious queſ- - 


- tion, 5 What ſhall a man be profited if he | 
0m gain the whole world and loſe his own | 
« ſoul (/)?” But J=svs CurisT” can 
do you good : He has all power in heaven 

and in earth, and is therefore exalted, that 
He may have mercy upon you; He has all 
grace and glory at his diſpoſal, and if you 

will come to him, that you may have life, 2 
He will give you length of days for ever 43 


and ever. Need I be aſhamed of my pre- 


0 ference for ſuch thmgs as theſe, or of the 


650 An xn (7 1) Luke v vii, 1 0 (A) If. v. 24. 1 


f (2) Mat. xvi. 20. 


Goſpel 


TY 


Goſpel which contains them, for the 


preaching of which I am certainly your 


debtor, and of which we know by indiſ- 
putable facts, that it © 1s God's power unto 
« ſalvation to every one that believeth (n? 


For myſelf I can fay, and to the praiſe of : 


the glory of divine grace I ought to ſay it, 
that however miſerably deficient in preach- 
ing and living the Goſpel, I have experi- 
enced its truth and reality under circum- 


=_ ſtances uncommonly trying, and under 


much obloquy and contempt, which 
(thanks | be to God) have been as little re- 


F . —_ as they have been little deſer ved by - 


. My manner of life for theſe ten years 


+ | 15 you have known; and to that I refer 
4 you as the beſt evidence of my preſent 
N views in writing; ; they are ſimply theſe :— 
# To conciliate you to myſelf, by convincing 


you, that 1 have your beſt intereſts at 


heart; to my miniſtry, by convincing you 


that it is rational, eccleſiaſtical, ſcriptural ; 


= to Chriſt Jeſus my Maſter and Lord, by bn 
1 perſuading you, that He and He only 1s 


8 3 able to ſave you; and to the word of God, ; 


(m) Rom, i. 16. 5 
becauſe 


L 38 1 
becauſe it is the teſtimony of Jeſus.” In 


few words, I ſhall have gained my points, 


if you will call for my ſervices, ſearch the 
Scriptures, attend the Church, and hear, 


read, and judge for yourſelves. Then at 
leaſt you will be under the means of grace, 
and in thoſe ways in which God uſuall7 
meets and bleſſes his people; for the ſuc- | 


ceſs of theſe means we muſt depend upon | 


the ſovereign Lord, who hath appointed 
them. I therefore commend you to 


cc. God, ” as well as to the word of his 


Grace (n).” AndI pray that the God 
of the Spirits of all fleſh may direct and = 
ſanctify your hearts, and theſe pages to your : 
edification. I pray for you, that you may = 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, and 
for myſelf, that I may rejoice in the ſame | 
day, that I have neither run nor laboured 1 
in vain. 


[. x) Acts xx. 32. 
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